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From the Director 
Stephen Sondheim’s Into the Woods leads the audience on a journey through the darker side of fairy tales as they ex-

plore the pain of growing up, communal responsibility, and the values we pass on to our children. Filled with unex-

pected twists and thought-provoking insights, Into the Woods is a cautionary plea for commitment expressed through 

theatrical magic. Subjects as diverse as the promise of perfect love, the foolhardiness of questing for material goods 

and the loving but difficult relationship between parents and children are considered in a landscape shaded with psy-

chological undertones. Do we know what we want? Do we know what we need? Do we need what we want? Is there 

ever a happily ever after? The play brings us through a maze that mirrors the complexity of everyday existence, and, 

like the characters, we end this journey aware of the moral consequences of our actions and the power of tolerance, 

community and shared sacrifice. I have always been fond of morally complex literature. I am honored to lead this in-

credibly talented cast and to bring this play to the Purchase Player’s audience. I hope you enjoy the journey. Oh, and a 

word of warning: remember the tales you tell, children will listen.                                             

-Pam Wright 


